Syntax Exercises

Analysing clauses / sentences

Analyse the following sentences

a) on the lexical level,

b) in terms of theme and rheme ,

¢) as meaning relationships,

d) functionally and

e) according to constituent structure.

(1) John watched a boring film on TV yesterday.
(2) The woman in the red parka gave sugar lumps to the horse.
(3) The group of students considered the lecture a waste of time.

Constituent structures

1. Can fill the following tree structures with example words?
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2. The following clauses/sentences are ambiguous. Wherever possible draw a structure tree to
illustrate the ambiguity. Are the any where structure trees as we know them do not demonstrate how
the ambiguity works?

(8) The woman bumped into the man with the broom.

(9) She found the book on murders in the manor house.

(10) John left the party in a worse condition.

(11) Mary put the bags on the bench in the hall.

(12) 1 saw the boy with the binoculars.

(13) The woman decided on the motorbike.

(14) Her happy mood was ruined by the evening.

(15) The blind carpenter picked up his hammer and saw.

(16) I shot an elephant in my pyjamas. (Groucho Marx in Animal Crackers)
(17) Mary gave her dog crackers.
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