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Grammar

*The term ,grammar’ has different meanings

written volume Discipline that focuses
on morphology and
syntax with different

perspective

- descriptive - language learning
reference grammar - language description

- teaching grammar - general linguistics

Theory of language

Cognitive
Grammar
Generative
Grammar

psychological
system

Representation of
the speaker’s
knowledge of
language



Units of grammar

morpheme word phrase sentence

smallest grammatical P largest grammatical
unit unit

Figure 14.6 Grammatical units
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Units of grammar morpheme

Free morphemes /\

content meaning without content meaning
- stand alone (as

words)
- e.g.dog, gentle,
picture
root affix (bound)

Bound morphemes

- need to be attached
- e.g.-ing, semi- free bound derivational inflectional

e.g. child, house, e.g. pseudo-,
dog aero-, intra-



Units of grammar

affixes (bound morphemes)

derivational inflectional
Inflectional suffixes prefixes suffixes suffixes
- nochange in word
class e.g. de-, pre e.g. -ion, - e.g. plural -s
- no change in meaning €.8. 4€, pre~, -6+ 7100, =Y, -6 P ’
in-, un- -able, -er -ing, -ed

14th April 2021 5



N
Example
_Adj.
//
N
Wy
///// V
constitut ion al

' Stem/ base B Suffix (Adj.)

ity

) Prefix B Suffix (N)

14th April 2021



Affixes in other languages
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P

infix

appears within a stem

common e.g. in
Austronesian
languages like
Indonesian or Tagalog
e.g. in Indonesian gigi
(tooth) = gerigi
(serration)

e.g. abso_bloody_lutely

affixes

circumfix

one portion appears
before the stem, the
other after

common in
Germanic languages
e.g. in German past
participle (regular)
e.g. ge_spielt_t

e.g. en_light_en

\

interfix

links two stems
togetherina
compound

common in a few
Germanic languages
e.g.in German
(Arbeit_s_zimmer)

e.g. speed_o_meter



Definition of the term ‘word’

sth. as
a single unit

is a word
because there
are

unit of

defined
according to the

most useful criterion
in English:

[The rest] [of the books'll] [have to]
[go] [here]
5 phonological words

unit of our

‘dictionary’

more or less

or

a number of

PN

e.g.verb

(write, writes,

wrote, written,
writing)

e.g. his/ her



