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Let’s not talk 
politics, babe…

I know, politics doesn’t 
interest you, but, in spite 
of everything, perhaps it 

should …


Outro Rock Harp Solo

Franz Andres Morrissey

As You Like It

Soundtrack

19.435078





What We Saw Last Week
• How we seem to be thinking about sex and gender

• professions and assumptions about sex and gender
• discourses of inequality 

• Gendered language and perceptions
• man/boy, woman/girl
• collocations that signal subordinate status
• equivalent terms for gender-specific expressions

• Societal perceptions and conditioning
• patriarchy in mythology and religion
• “colour-coding” 
• advertising children’s toys
• behaviours and expectations 
• hierarchy of values in boys’ and girls’ behaviours

• Gender as performance 
• discourses of being vs performing
• Heterosexual normativity

• Women’s Rights are Human Rights
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Context
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The Plan for Today

• Terminology revisited and expanded 
• Perceptions and realities
• Characteristics of political discourse

• interpersonal and intrapersonal (re-)presentation 
strategies

• how to talk the talk
• Creating and promoting division

• siege mentality
• dehumanising the opposition 
• normalising division

• And what can we do?
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https://www.dw.com/en/ge
rmany-annalena-baerbock-
becomes-prime-target-of-
sexist-hate-speech/a-
57484498

https://www.dw.com/en/germany-annalena-baerbock-becomes-prime-target-of-sexist-hate-speech/a-57484498


What we are talking about…

revisiting and expanding the terminology
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Some concepts revisited
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language use conceived as 
social practice

Discourse 
(1. uncount
abstract noun)

(re-)presenting experience from 
a particular perspective

Discourse
(2. count noun)

contact between text from 
different discourses and genres

inter-
discoursivity

use of language associated with 
a specific social activity

genre



The first of two “new” terms

‘group’
• shares systems of beliefs

• has shared beliefs with other groups in a society

• selects norms and values to organise itself

 discourse practices construct the group 
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(paraphrased from van Dijk 2000)



Ideology, the second “new” term
‘ideology’
• has a ‘canonical structure’, facilitating 

dissemination and adoption
• relies on a ‘knowledge’ based on the shared 

beliefs
• can determine practices through norms, aims 

and values
• regulates access to valued ‘commodities’

• defines identity

• social representations influence behaviour of 
group members
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‘Western Civilisation’

Perceptions related in cognition
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economic
success

elected 
government

rule of 
law



Perceptions and combinations
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How to talk the talk…

Some characteristics of 
political debate and discourse
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Political rhetoric 
Rule Britannia 

When Britain first, at Heaven's command
Arose from out the azure main;
This was the charter of the land,
And guardian angels sang this strain:

"Rule, Britannia! rule the waves:
"Britons never will be slaves."

The nations, not so blest as thee,
Must, in their turns, to tyrants fall;
While thou shalt flourish great and free,
The dread and envy of them all.

"Rule, Britannia! rule the waves:
"Britons never will be slaves."
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inflating status 
and achievements 

God on one’s side

hallowed history

sweeping claims

disproportionate 
‘self-image’



Linguistic tricks of the trade
• Thank you for talking to us, 

Minister, …
• With all due respect
• I am no x-ist, but…
• A very good question …
• Let’s be absolutely clear about …
• … but the real question we need 

to address is…
• “Prognosen sind immer

schwierig, vor allem wenn sie die 
Zukunft betreffen”
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• Kishon’s “yes, no, I black, white” game satire



Divergent stories: Palestine

© FAM



Distancing and alignment
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Know your friends and enemies

Inclusive and exclusive discourse strategies 
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Characteristics of political discourse
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• Inflating status
• inflating own

achievements
• (mis-)representing 

of self
• unproven claims

• mastery of FTAs 
• respect and 

disrespect for 
groups

• discourse of
solidarity and 
distance

• teleological founding
myths

• protagonists and 
antagonists 

• discourse as 
shared knowledge



Labelling and features
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dependable
honestinclusive 

‘we’ shared values wronged/disadvantaged

fickle

duplicitousthird party 
not ‘faced’

divergent values

shared tradition
deserving (‘entitled’)

divergent tradition(s) 

undeserving

dominant and/or 
threatening
deserving of scorn

to be taken seriously



Labelling Britain vs. the EU
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inclusive 
‘we’

third party 
not ‘faced’



Labelling threats to us from outside

© FAM

pressure on ‘our’
limited resources

inclusive 
‘we’

faceless



Representations of ‘them’
It's in the evening after dark
When the blackleg miner creeps to 

work,
With his moleskin pants 

and dirty shirt
There goes the blackleg miners.

Well, he grabs his duds 
and down he goes

To hew the coal that lies below;
But there's not a woman 

in this town-row
That would look at a blackleg miner.

Oh, Delaval is a terrible place.
There they rub wet clay in the 

blackleg's face,
And around the heaps 

they run a foot race
To catch the blackleg miner.

So, don’t go near the Seghill mine
Across the way they'll stretch a line,
To catch the throat and break the spine
Of the dirty blackleg miner.

They grab his duds and his pick as well
And they hoy them down the pit of hell.
Down you go, and fare you well,
You dirty blackleg miner.

So join the Union while you may.
Don't wait till your dying day,
For that might not be far away,
You dirty blackleg miner.
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Exemplars of ‘them’
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Constructions of ‘them’: Rwanda
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“Them” as non-human
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So: how to refer to “them”
• group as a multitude

• generalised individual 
as ‘stereotypical’ 
embodiment

• prominent individual 
as representative of 
group/threat

• metonymical, 
objectified 
representation

• dehumanisation
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(metonymical)



Demons, vermin, fools, etc.
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Polarisation in Germany 
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and the US



…and how the discourse goes on
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We don’t get fooled again…

Consequences and conclusion
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Won't Get Fooled Again

Rock Resurrection [Disc 2], track 12/12

Rock

13.270155





What to do…
• be aware of linguistic and semiotic 

(mis-)representations
• analyse what political discourse practices say

– and what they don’t say
• spot the beliefs / ‘knowledge’ in ideologies 
• question 

• (simplistic) narratives
• (dubious) analogies and images
• and (stereotypical) characterisations
• unreferenced figures and statistics

• resist ‘realities’  of Normalisation
• activate your 
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iscourseritical nalysis
etailedareful ssessment



The lure of “we care only about you”

When and if fascism comes to America it will not be labelled "made in 
Germany"; it will not be marked with a swastika; it will not even be called 
fascism; it will be called, of course, "Americanism." […] 
The high-sounding phrase "the American way" will be used by interested 
groups intent on profit, to cover a multitude of sins against the American 
and Christian tradition, such sins as lawless violence, teargas and 
shotguns, denial of civil liberties. […] 
For never, probably, has there been a time when there was a more 
vigorous effort to surround social and international questions with such 
a fog of distortion and prejudices and hysterical appeal to fear. We have 
touched a new low in a Congressional investigation this summer, used 
by some participating in it to whip up fear and prejudice against many 
causes of human welfare, such as concern for peace and the rights of 
labour to bargain collectively.

Halford Edward Luccock (1938)
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See what I mean?
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That’s it for today…
See you next week when we will
end the lectures with a look at 
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